
Legislative Factsheet:

Commercial Sex Demand
Reduction

Restoring deterrence to SC Criminal Code for the crimes of
Solicitation and Procurement

Language: Replaces the labels for “prostitution” with “commercial sex” and “prostitute” with
“provider of commercial sex”

Problem:  The money sex buyers spend on commercial sex is the primary source of revenue that
creates and sustains the underground sex economy. If sex buyers would stop buying; commercial sex
and sex trafficking would end overnight. The SC statute addressing solicitation (sex buying) has lost
its deterrent value. The first offense fine for solicitation is "up to $200." This ranks SC 48 out of 50
states. The last time the fine structure was updated was 1986. 

The statute addressing solicitation also includes commercial sex, and procurement (pimping). All
three crimes are linked to the same fine structure. Penalties for commercial sex, solicitation and
procurement should reflect the distinctive difference and level of criminal conduct of each crime. 

Current first offense fines for: commercial sex, solicitation, procurement - up to $200

Solution: Assign commercial sex, solicitation, and procurement to separate criminal codes. 
Align the penalties with the nature of the crime and any mitigating factors. 
First offense: all misdemeanors
        Commercial sex up to $200 & or 30 days (no change)
        Solicitation  min $250 up to $1,000 & or 30 days
        Procurement min $500 up to $1,500 & or 30 days

Facts: Commercial sex is one of the most physically dangerous occupations in US. Numerous
studies reveal providers of commercial sex are assaulted and suffer physical harm at the hands of
pimps and sex buyers. In one US study 82% of women providers of commercial sex said they were
assaulted while in commercial sex. 100% in the same study said were threatened with a weapon.
Another study reported 61% of surveyed women experienced Traumatic Brain Injury TBI while in
commercial sex. Same level of TBI experienced by NFL retirees. Many if not most were sex
trafficked as children. Commercial sex is a trap for a child from which they can’t escape. The
experience damages them such that it is difficult to leave when turn 18. 

Rationale: The penalty should reflect the crime; the 3 parties (prostitution, solicitation, and
procurement are very distinct in criminality and even possibly victimhood - the law must reflect this
distinction. 
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Fresh Start, Healing Heart

Roundtable Members

The S.C. Legislative Roundtable on Trafficking and Exploitation is a South Carolina
Association of non-profits combatting human trafficking and exploitation.
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